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The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
 

August 15 & 16, 2020  
 

What God Does: Holy Christian Church 

 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Seek Where You May to Find a Way (stanzas 1-3) 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 395 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy.  
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M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. Grant us the 

full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and become partakers of your 

heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Genesis 41:41-49 

 

Through Joseph, God provided for his people’s physical needs. 

 

 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” Then Pharaoh 

took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen 

and put a gold chain around his neck. He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command, and men 

shouted before him, “Make way!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt. 
 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will lift hand or foot in 

all Egypt.” Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath daughter of 

Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. And Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt. 
 Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went 

out from Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout Egypt. During the seven years of abundance the 

land produced plentifully. Joseph collected all the food produced in those seven years of abundance in 

Egypt and stored it in the cities. In each city he put the food grown in the fields surrounding it. Joseph 

stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was so much that he stopped keeping 

records because it was beyond measure.  

 
 

 Genesis: Genesis is a book of beginnings. One of its main focuses is that of relationships: between 

God and nature, God and man, and man and man. Genesis clearly teaches that there is one true God and 

emphasizes his sovereignty over his entire creation. Through the accounts in Genesis, we are introduced 

to the way God initiates and makes covenants with his chosen people, pledging his love and faithfulness 

to them and calling upon them to pledge the same. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 42-43 

 

We come to God’s altar and praise him for his gracious provision. 

 

  

 

 As the deer pants for streams of water, 

  so my soul pants for you, O God. 

 

 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

  Where can I go and meet with God? 

  

 Why are you downcast, O my soul? 

  Why so disturbed within me? 

 

 Pur your hope in God, 

  for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. Refrain 

 

 Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me; 

  let them bring me to the place where you dwell. 

 

 Then will I go to the altar of God, my joy and my delight. 

  I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain   
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Second Lesson 1 Timothy 4:4-5 

 

We gratefully receive all that we need – physically and spiritually – as gifts from God. 

 

 For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 

because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love 

him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” Alleluia.  

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 14:13-21 

 

Jesus had compassion on the crowds that followed him and provided for their physical needs. 
 

 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of 

this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he 

had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s 

already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some 

food.” 
 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 
 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 
 “Bring them here to me,” he said. And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the 

five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he 

gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, 

and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The number of those 

who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated  
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Hymn of the Day Jesus, Priceless Treasure (stanzas 1-3) 

 Christian Worship 349 

 

 

 

  



pg. 9 

 

Sermon Acts 2:42-47  

What God Does: Holy Christian Church  

 

 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the 

apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and 

goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 

courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 

enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 

saved. 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Offering     

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn O Christ, Who Called the Twleve 

Christian Worship Supplement 770 

 

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Please stand 

 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 

Christian Worship 432 
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Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 11 

  
M 1 Timothy 2:1-7 Deuteronomy 7:6-11 

T Nehemiah 4:1-15 Exodus 17:8-15 

W 1 Peter 2:13-16 1 Kings 21:1-21, 27-29 

R Romans 13:1-7 Jeremiah 29:1, 4-9 

F Jeremiah 18:1-6 Deuteronomy 32:3-12 

S Romans 9:1-5 Romans 11:25-32 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Eric Sipe, organ (Sunday)  

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers are placed by Ken Krahn for blessings received and by Dave and Monica Gnat in 

celebration of their 30th wedding anniversary. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Jasper Elliot Kostrzewa, son of Kurt and Rachel (nee Ibisch) Kostrzewa, who will be baptized 

in a private service following our 10:30 a.m. service today. 

 

• Isaiah Gronholz and Nicole Tutaj, who will be united in marriage here at St. John’s on Friday, 

August 21. 

 

• Luke Tennies, son of Steven and Tanya (nee Foldy) Tennies, who will be baptized in a private 

service on Saturday, August 22. 
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Parents’ Preview for August 23 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  

Christian Worship 451 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


